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Daily Folders – Most days, your child will bring home a folder containing completed work, homework, and notes from school.  It is important that all papers are read carefully from this folder.  The folder should be returned the next day.

Homework: Your child will have homework every night.  Each child’s homework is to read, read, read for a minimum of 20 minutes a night.  This reading time can be a mixture of: you reading to your child, your child reading to you, your child reading to a sibling, stuffed animal, pet, or other family member or friend, or your child making a book and reading it to you.  The sky is the limit!  This should be an enjoyable time for your child.  I definitely understand that some days, schedules do not allow for this, but please try to make it a routine for your child.  The more often children practice becoming great readers, the better they become at reading.  

Other than daily reading, our emphasis for homework is on meaningful homework.  Most often, this will be a time for your child to come home and “teach” you the new information that he/she learned.  Children will not bring home Home Links every night to work on, unless they seem to need a little extra support with a concept.  Doing something that you already know how to do can result in apathy in children for the topic or homework in general.

Handwriting - The Forest Hills Public Schools have endorsed “Handwriting without Tears” as their tool to teach proper handwriting.  This handwriting format has been tested and proven to help even those with very poor handwriting.
Reading – The children will be exposed to several different types of reading every day.  Some of these include Drop Everything And Read (D.E.A.R.) time, read alouds, group reading, paired reading and whole class reading time.

Writing – The children will not have a writing journal like in first grade.  Don’t worry though…they will be writing every day!!  Sometimes they will be writing on a certain topic to practice improving a writing goal.  They will also be writing in their Writer’s Notebook and diaries.  Other times, they will have free writing time.

Healthy Snacks and Water – Students will have an opportunity to “refuel” with a snack at school.  In our class, the children decide when they are hungry and eat their snack while working.  We do not set a specific time when the children should be hungry and eat as a class.  Please remember that a healthy snack (fruit, yogurt, cheese sticks, vegetables, etc) will help your child perform at the best of his/her ability.  High sugar products will not be permitted for a snack.  Each child in our class deserves to have the opportunity to perform at their best levels.  This is hard for the children to do when they eat something sugary, hit a sugar high, and then crash, resulting in incredibly sluggish children.  In addition to a healthy snack, I strongly encourage each child to have a water bottle that can be kept at your child’s table.  It is important for students to stay hydrated during the day.  Please make sure that this water bottle is labeled with your child’s name.  
Birthday Treats – We would love to help your child celebrate his/her birthday, but please note that due to allergies and the simple need to reduce the amount of sugar in our class, birthday treats must not be edible.  The children are welcome to bring a book to read with the class.  They are also welcome to bring a non-edible treat such as a pencil, eraser, etc for each child (we have 25 students).  Any food, gum, liquid, etc. brought in to share with the class will be sent directly back to the child’s backpack and home with them at the end of the day.  The risk of setting off a severe known/unknown allergy by sharing edible treats is not worth the risk.  Part of my job is to ensure the safety of each child in our class and I take that responsibility seriously.  If you have any questions about this, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sleep - I know how busy parents and children become, but would like to remind you that your child will be able to perform and function wonderfully on a good night’s sleep!  Try to set reasonable, regular bedtime so that your child will have a more productive, meaningful year!  According to research, seven and eight year olds require 10 to 11 hours of sleep per night.  Wow!

add.a.lingua – Ada Vista Elementary uses the add.a.lingua Spanish language arts program.  It is called add.a.lingua.  It focuses in on different aspects of the children Spanish language arts.  We incorporate this into our Daily Five and the kids do a wonderful job of adjusting to the different concepts.  The children get new vocabulary, spelling words, D.O.L, poems, grammar, word study, guided reading and writing activities on a daily basis.

Everyday Math – This year, there is a new component to the Everyday Math.  The children will all have an access password to their internet site and each week, the website for the classroom will have the different concepts we studied.  There is a ton on the website to do.  The kids can play different math games, find the Home Links pages, and explore more challenging math concepts if that is their desire.  
Senderos – Like last year, the kids will have access to Senderos on-line.  This is a place to read, read, read, along with other activities.
Everything you need to know about second grade…and then some!








